
  WESTCHESTER TRAILS ASSOC.

Visit us on the web at: www.westhike.org 
      Join our Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/westhike

 

           SUMMER NEWSLETTER SPECIAL EDITION
          JUNE, JULY and AUGUST, 2020

     

      Summer Hiking Schedule Coming Soon - We Hope!!

Greetings to all!

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the uncertainty of knowing when we’ll be able to resume a regular
hiking schedule, we are taking this opportunity to touch base and bring you up to date with a special
edition of our newsletter, which is being sent electronically to everyone whose email address we have
on file (even if you don’t usually get your schedule that way), and by regular mail to members who may
not have access to email. 

As you know, in mid-March all hikes in our spring schedule had to be cancelled because of limitations
on the size of gatherings and social distancing concerns. As of this writing there is no way to know
when we will be able to safely resume hiking in groups, so we’ve decided that rather than try to
compile a theoretical schedule that may or may not pan out, we’ll wait for a bit more clarity. Since the
hikes in our schedule are compiled jointly with ADK Mohican, we will wait for whatever instructions and
limitations are issued through ADK so that the hikes can be coordinated. At some point, hopefully
sooner rather than later, we should receive a thumbs up on resuming group hikes. Once we do, we
will be reaching out to our leaders and attempt to quickly compile a schedule that goes through the
end of August. Then, if all goes well, we can issue our usual hiking schedule and newsletter in the fall,
sent to you in the usual way. 

At this point we aren’t sure how the last-minute schedule will be publicized, but no matter what it will
be posted on our Yahoo group. Please see the information further down in this newsletter about how
to join - Yahoo is the best and most efficient way to keep apprised of developments, especially in a
fast changing environment, and we urge you to sign up now if you haven’t already done so.

Hiking Information - What We Know Now. As this newsletter is written most, but not all, parks in
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut remain open. But some of the more popular venues were
overrun by people who did not use safe social distancing practices, and some parks and other hiking
areas closed entirely. For example, the Camp Smith Trail, Mianus River Gorge, Breakneck Ridge and
Mt. Taurus trailheads are closed now; and parks like Rockefeller Preserve and Minnewaska shut the
gates each day when parking lots fill up. The same is true for Sleeping Giant and some other parks
in Connecticut. State parks in New Jersey were previously closed and have now reopened. So, if
you’re going hiking, please be sure to check a park’s status in advance so you don’t waste a trip. You
can find up to date information about trail closures in New York and New Jersey on the Trail
Conference website at https://www.nynjtc.org/news/need-to-know-hiking-tips, and a recent Trail
Walker article has some great tips about how to hike safely given our “new normal”:
https://www.nynjtc.org/news/new-hiking-howtos. In Connecticut, you can find information on their
Forest & Parks website at: https://www.ctwoodlands.org/about-us/covid-19-update-outdoor-activities.
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A good resource for hikes in our area is the Walkable Westchester book and our own Westchester
100 list, which we’re also sending with this newsletter. If you eliminate the “large parks” on the list,
which are likely to be crowded, you still have a wealth of places to enjoy, as you can see below.

Annual Meeting and Election - Sunday, June 14 at 7 PM via Zoom. Our Annual Meeting and
Election was previously scheduled to be held, as usual, at Westmoreland Sanctuary in Mt. Kisco.  But
given current restrictions on group size and social distancing requirements, it would be difficult if not
impossible to have our meeting there. Instead, we will be holding our Annual Meeting and Election via
Zoom at 7 PM on June 14 . Those wishing to join the meeting must RSVP to Sheila Sarkar atth

shechris6@gmail.com with a copy to Minu Chaudhuri at minuch50@gmail.com not later than June 7 ,th

so that you can be added to the list of attendees.

Even though we’re having a Zoom meeting we still need a quorum, so if you will not be joining via
Zoom it’s very important that you send us your proxy. The proxy form is included as a separate page
with this newsletter, and as you will see it’s easy to fill out and return. The deadline for submitting
proxies is the same as registration for the Zoom meeting - June 7, 2020.

Lisa Weismiller, who previously completed the Westchester 100, has been accompanying Jane
Restani on her quest to finish the list. This photo of Lisa was taken at the Peekskill Landing Park
(part of No. 79, “Along the Hudson”); and even though there could have been more social
distancing among Lisa and her new friends, at least everyone wore a mask.
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The annual meeting agenda tracks our customary meeting format, and consists of committee reports,
election of officers and directors, and other club business. All current WTA members are eligible to
vote in the election - if you haven’t renewed yet and wish to vote, please send in your renewal before
the June 7 deadline (with a proxy if you won’t be joining the Zoom meeting). The following slate of
candidates will be presented for your consideration by the Nominating Committee: 

Officers: President: Minu Chaudhuri; Vice President: Alice Benash; Secretary: Catharine Raffaele;
Treasurer: Mike Doehring.

Board Members nominated for two year terms are: Elspeth Kramer, Vivian Odorizzi and Nancy
Vincent. Board members Steve Klepner, Karen Krautheim and Sheila Sarkar, who have one year
remaining on their terms, will continue on the board.

If you would like to nominate someone for an open position who is not on the Committee’s slate,
please notify our Secretary, Catharine Raffaele, not later than June 7. That will give us time to
communicate the information to our membership and revise and transmit the proxy form in time for
the Zoom meeting.  The results of the election and the substance of committee reports will be sent
to everyone at the conclusion of the meeting.

We would like to thank our outgoing Vice President Carolyn Hoffman, and outgoing director Art
Adelman, for their commitment and dedicated service to the club. Thank you also to our Nominating
Committee: Debbie Farrell (Chair), Toby Garfinkel, Frank Lee and Surekha Soni.

  The deadline to RSVP for the Zoom meeting, or to submit     
   proxies or additional nominations, is June 7, 2020.

Our Catskills Hiking Week is On! WTA’s hiking week, scheduled to be held from Friday August 21
until Friday August 28 at the Thompson House in Windham, New York, will be held as scheduled. This
full service resort in the heart of the Catskill Mountains offers swimming, fishing, tennis, mini-golf,
nightly entertainment, and more. And of course, great hiking in the Catskills. The owners of the
Thompson House, a family-run business for seven generations, have assured us that they will do
whatever is necessary to comply with all social distancing and other requirements that might then be
in effect for hotels, restaurants, etc., even if that means limiting the number of people at the resort.
We have been told that in the unlikely event they are not allowed to open by the time of our trip they
will refund all deposits, but rooms are being held for us only until July 21. They are taking reservations
now from the general public, and if it turns out that regulations require capacity to be limited it’s better
not to wait until the deadline nears. By the end of August we will all surely need a well-deserved
outdoor break!

Rooms range from “Traditional” to deluxe
suites and as you can see from the chart
on the right rates vary depending upon
the length of stay. Rates are per person
per night, and include full use of the
resort’s facilities, complete breakfast,
complete dinner, and all taxes and
gratuities both for the waitstaff and for
housekeeping. Traditional rooms have
a TV, private bathroom, 1 full or queen
bed or 2 twin beds, and most of these
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rooms also have a balcony. The Traditional Plus rooms add air conditioning and some rooms may
have king beds or 2 double beds. Rooms in the Main Building add a refrigerator, and all have 2
double beds instead of twins. (A limited number of refrigerators are available to be placed in the
Traditional rooms at a flat rate of $16.20 for the week - be sure to request one at the time you make
your reservation). For information about all the rooms, see the Thompson House website at:
https://thompsonhouse.com.

To make a reservation, send an email to info@thompsonhouse.com and tell them you are part of the
Westchester Trails Association group (you can also call them at (518) 734-4510, leave a message,
and someone will get back to you). Once you’ve made your reservation, contact Eileen West at
eileenw1000@gmail.com or (914) 747-3776 to let her know you are coming and to get added to our
email list for trip updates.

In Memoriam

We were deeply saddened to learn that two long time members of WTA, John Sullivan and Peter
Hibbard, recently passed away. Both were good friends to many of us, and we will miss them both. 

John Sullivan passed away on April 8 at the age of 88. He was a
Marine Corps veteran who served during the Korean War and is
survived by his wife, four children and seven grandchildren.

Two years ago, at age 86, he flew to Washington D.C. on one of the
Hudson Valley Honor Flights to commemorate veterans who died in
service to our country. He was past president of the Sno Cats Ski
Club of Rye, NY, the Somers Lions Club and, of course, the
Westchester Trails Association.

John was a large, imposing man, known to his friends as “Big John”, who had a unique
sense of humor and a gentle heart. He was a Life Member who originally joined WTA in
1966, serving the club in a number of capacities, including Vice President and then
President. Catharine Raffaele recalls that as President he presided over the annual
meetings with humor and gracious acknowledgment to all those who contributed to
running WTA. Nor did he try to hide his emotions: she remembers him choking up as he
talked about a once active hiker who was dying of cancer.

John was an active hike leader for many years. He led the group that was working on
completing Appalachian Trail sections in the 1970's; he was very enthusiastic about the
prospect of doing AT section hikes that were accessible as day hikes north and south of
Westchester, and he inspired a dedicated group to join him. John left the club for a few
years in the 1980's, but then returned in 2008 and became a trail maintainer. Carolyn
Hoffman, who assisted him in maintaining a section of the Appalachian Trail after he
rejoined the club, remembers that even after he could no longer work on their trail
segment he continued to communicate by email with small jokes and observances.

Even though we haven’t seen John in a while, the memory of this kind and caring man will
live on for those who knew him.

John Sullivan, in
an undated photo  
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Peter Hibbard passed away on April 25 at the age of 88. He was suffering from various
ailments including diabetes, kidney disease and, ultimately, the coronavirus, and we
learned of his death from his good and trusted friend Herb Hochberg, who has been
watching over his well-being for the past several years. 

Peter grew up in Katonah. He was a Korean War veteran,
and spent most of his career as a Weights and Measures
inspector for Westchester County. He joined WTA in 1972
and ultimately was named a Life Member, remaining close
to the people in the club throughout the years. A  life long
bachelor, WTA became his family and he left a legacy to
the club in his will.

An active hiker, hike leader, trail maintainer and former
board member, Peter will be remembered for his love of
hiking and people, his cheerful disposition and his
willingness to help others. He was an energetic hiker -
thin, wiry, and always eager to keep moving. He frequently
invited hikers to join him for trips to the White Mountains,
and his fellow hikers reported that his routes were quite
ambitious. Peter joined an expedition to Aconcagua, the
highest peak in the Western Hemisphere, and gave a talk

about it at an annual dinner. The final ascent was very difficult, and as it was getting late
Peter turned around and went back to base camp, a decision he was glad he made. For
him, safety and practicality trumped going the extra distance to the peak; he still had a
thrilling experience with spectacular hiking. More locally, he was fond of leading hikes to
the Megaliths at Schunemunk; and when he began to inevitably slow down, his favorite
destination was the Hudson Highlands, doing Mt. Taurus “in reverse” to avoid the steep
climb.

Known as “Mr. Sociability”, Peter was
a one-man welcoming committee,
making outreach calls to new
members and chatting up everybody
on the hikes. He was fond of posing
trivia questions to his fellow hikers,
usually about arcane facts that would
stump all but the most devoted
“Jeopardy” fan. He will be
remembered fondly, and he will be 
deeply missed. 

This photo of Peter Hibbard
was taken in 1975, not long
after he first joined the club.

Peter is seen here at our 2016 annual meeting with
Debbie Farrell (left) and Carolyn Hoffman.



Please, Please Join our Yahoo Group. In each edition of our newsletter we have a standard blurb
about the advantages of joining the WTA Yahoo group: it gives us the ability to communicate with you
quickly when there is information you should know, like a schedule change or a hike cancellation; and
it also allows members to communicate with each other about hiking related issues. But the events
of the past couple of months have brought home just how important it is to stay in touch. As the
coronavirus spread and hiking clubs began to reckon with the reality that group hikes should not
proceed in that environment, we were able to use the Yahoo platform to promptly inform the group’s
members of our hiking schedule’s suspension. Since that time the group has become an information
hub, with people posting updates as to which parks are open and which are closed, which are crowded
and which are not; and people have also been sharing anecdotes and cheery videos - something we
all can use during these trying times. So please take this opportunity to keep the lines of
communication open. Just go to the Yahoo site at https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/westhike,
press the “Join” button, and follow the prompts. You’ll be glad you did.

 

An E-mail Option for Your Schedules. Now that you’re
receiving this Special Edition newsletter by email, you
may decide it’s a better way than “snail mail” to get your
regular newsletter and hiking schedule once things return
to normal. If that is your preference, contact Catharine
Raffaele at Raffaele.Catharine@yahoo.com to get added
to her distribution list. 

WTA Welcomes its New Members: John Angle, K.C. Brockhoff, Matthew Bronley, Peter Cohn,
Julia Li, Kathleen McKillop, Joseph Miceli, Hillary Millman, Clara Rodriguez, Edward Rodriguez,
Christine Schopen, Jill Singer-Vicioso, Deborah Williams.

Have a most enjoyable summer. See you soon (we hope) on the trail!

WTA Officers and Board Members:

President: Minu Chaudhuri
Vice President: Carolyn Hoffman

Secretary: Catharine Raffaele
Treasurer: Mike Doehring

Board Members: Art Adelman, Alice
Benash, Steve Klepner, Karen Krautheim,

Sheila Sarkar, Nancy Vincent.

Hike Coordinator/Schedule Editor:
 Eileen West
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WESTCHESTER TRAILS ASSOC.
                           P.O. Box 736 
               White Plains, New York 10602  
                

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - PLEASE SHARE THIS WITH  FRIENDS AND

ACQUAINTANCES WHO MIGHT HAVE AN INTEREST IN BECOMING A MEMBER 

Applicants must be at least 18 years old. Dues are $12 per member; couples with the same address can either

pay $22 for one set of mailings or $24 for two sets of mailings. Membership ends December 31 of each year.

New applicants joining between October 1 and December 31 will get the last quarter free and have their dues

applied to the following year. Make checks or money orders payable to Westchester Trails Association and send

with this form to Westchester Trails Association, P.O. Box 736, White Plains, NY 10602. If you would prefer

to pay your dues with PayPal, please use the online application on our website’s “Join/Contact” page.

Please print the following information: Name(s):                                                                             

Address:                                                                                                                                                           

Primary Phone # (       )_______________  e-mail: ___________________________________________

If you would prefer to receive your schedules via e-mail instead of regular mail, please check here             

If you do not want your address, phone/e-mail published in WTA membership lists, indicate here                

How did you hear about WTA?                                                                                                                        

List membership in other hiking/conservation organizations:                                                                          

Check the areas that interest you: Hike leading                 Trail maintenance               Clerical work             

Membership _____   Planning/helping with social events ______   Other (describe)                                          

      

Signature of Applicant(s)                                                                                   Date:                                       

   

                                                                                     Date:                                       


